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1
MULTI-CARRIER CONTROL SIGNALING IN
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to wireless com-
munications and, more particularly, to multi-carrier control
signaling between a base unit and a mobile unit.

BACKGROUND

In the currently envisaged 3GPP LTE Rel-10 or LTE
Advanced (LTE-A) multi-carrier system, carrier or spectrum
aggregation (CA), where two or more Component Carriers
(CCs) are aggregated, is used in order to support wider trans-
mission bandwidths. The CC aggregated can be contiguous or
noncontiguous in the same frequency band (Intra-band CA)
or be in non-contiguous frequency bands. A LTE-A User
Equipment (UE) can receive and transmit control and data
signaling on multiple CCs. In order to enable the UE to
communicate with the network on multiple CCs with reduced
latency and power consumption, the network follows a multi-
step process where the UE may be pre-configured for possible
reception and/or transmission on multiple CCs using a long
term configuration message and possibly a subset of those
CCs are dynamically activated for short time periods to
enable the UE to receive and/or transmit large data bursts with
subsequent de-activated of the subset of the CCs when not
needed.

The various aspects, features and advantages of the inven-
tion will become more fully apparent to those having ordinary
skill in the art upon careful consideration of the following
Detailed Description thereof with the accompanying draw-
ings described below. The drawings may have been simplified
for clarity and are not necessarily drawn to scale.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a wireless communication system.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process enabling a UE to communicate
on multiple component carriers.

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process enabling a UE to communicate
on multiple component carriers with reduced complexity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

InFIG. 1, a wireless communication system 100 comprises
one or more fixed base infrastructure units 101, 102 forming
a network distributed over a geographical region for serving
remote units in the time and/or frequency and/or spatial
domain. A base unit may also be referred to as an access point,
access terminal, base, base station, NodeB, enhanced NodeB
(eNodeB), Home NodeB (HNB), Home eNodeB (HeNB),
Macro eNodeB (MeNB), Donor eNodeB (DeNB), relay node
(RN), femtocell, femto-node, network node or by other ter-
minology used in the art. The one or more base units each
comprise one or more transmitters for downlink transmis-
sions and one or more receivers for uplink transmissions. The
base units are generally part of a radio access network that
includes one or more controllers communicably coupled to
one or more corresponding base units. The access network is
generally communicably coupled to one or more core net-
works, which may be coupled to other networks like the
Internet and public switched telephone networks among oth-
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2

ers. These and other elements of access and core networks are
not illustrated but are known generally by those having ordi-
nary skill in the art.

In FIG. 1, the one or more base units serve a number of
remote units 103, 104 within a corresponding serving area,
for example, a cell or a cell sector, via a wireless communi-
cation link. The remote units may be fixed or mobile. The
remote units may also be referred to as subscriber units,
mobiles, mobile stations, mobile units, users, terminals, sub-
scriber stations, user equipment (UE), user terminals, wire-
less communication devices, relay node, or by other termi-
nology used in the art. The remote units also comprise one or
more transmitters and one or more receivers. In FIG. 1, the
base unit 101 transmits downlink communication signals to
serve remote unit 103 in the time and/or frequency and/or
spatial domain. The remote unit 104 communicates with base
unit 102 via uplink communication signals. Sometimes the
base unit is referred to as a serving or connected or anchor cell
for the remote unit. The remote units may also communicate
with the base unit via a relay node.

In one implementation, the wireless communication sys-
tem is compliant with the 3GPP Universal Mobile Telecom-
munications System (UMTS) LTE protocol, also referred to
as EUTRA or 3GPP LTE or some later generation thereof,
wherein the base unit transmits using an orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM) modulation scheme
on the downlink and the user terminals transmit on the uplink
using a single carrier frequency division multiple access (SC-
FDMA) scheme. The instant disclosure is particularly rel-
evant to 3GPP LTE Release 8 (Rel-8) and LTE Release 10
(Rel-10), but may also be applicable to other wireless com-
munication systems. More generally the wireless communi-
cation system may implement some other open or proprietary
communication protocol, for example, IEEE 802.16(d)
(WiMAX), IEEE 802.16(e) (mobile WiMAX), among other
existing and future protocols. The disclosure is not intended
to be implemented in any particular wireless communication
system architecture or protocol. The architecture may also
include the use of spreading techniques such as multi-carrier
CDMA (MC-CDMA), multi-carrier direct sequence CDMA
(MC-DS-CDMA), Orthogonal Frequency and Code Division
Multiplexing (OFCDM) with one or two dimensional spread-
ing. The architecture in which the features of the instant
disclosure are implemented may also be based on simpler
time and/or frequency division multiplexing/multiple access
techniques, or a combination of these various techniques. In
alternate embodiments, the wireless communication system
may utilize other communication system protocols including,
but not limited to, TDMA or direct sequence CDMA. The
communication system may be a Time Division Duplex
(TDD) or Frequency Division Duplex (FDD) system.

A LTE-A User Equipment (UE) can receive and transmit
control and data signaling on multiple component carriers
(CCs). Initially, the UE is expected to communicate with the
network by receiving only a single CC (Primary or Anchor
CC). Inafirst step, the network sends a configuration message
(SI configuration message) to the UE on the primary CC with
system information (SI) corresponding to other CCs on which
the network may schedule the UE. The SI typically consists of
CC specific information that the UE is required to store in
order to communicate with the network on other CCs. The SI
can include CC specific information such as CC carrier fre-
quency, downlink (DL) bandwidth, number of antennas,
downlink reference signal power, uplink (UL) power control
parameters and other information that does not change fre-
quently. As the ST does not change frequently and the payload
associated with the SI configuration is relatively large, the SI
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configuration message is sent to the UE using Radio Resource
Configuration (RRC) signaling from an eNodeB in the net-
work. RRC signaling between the UE and eNodeB is typi-
cally associated with large latency, e.g., 10-15 ms. Upon
receipt of the SI configuration RRC message, the UE stores
the SI for other CCs but continues to communicate with the
network by only receiving the primary CC. The other CCs for
which the UE has received SI and the primary CC constitute
the UE’s “configured CC set”.

In a second step, the eNodeB sends an activation message
to the UE instructing the UE to communicate (receive and/or
transmit) on other CCs in addition to the primary CC. Upon
reception ofthe activation message, the UE activates the other
CCs and can receive control and data signaling on the acti-
vated CCs (including the primary CC). In order to receive
multiple CCs, the UE must reconfigure its hardware to receive
a larger bandwidth. However, receiving more bandwidth
increases UE power consumption. Thus, in the preferred
embodiment, the eNodeB sends the activation message only
when the bandwidth of the primary CC is not sufficient to
schedule a large data burst to the UE. In another embodiment,
the eNodeB may send the activation message to enable load
balancing in the network and not necessarily schedule a large
data burst to the UE. Once the UE has received the large data
burst, the eNodeB may send a de-activation message to the
UE instructing the UE to reconfigure its receiver for a smaller
bandwidth to receive only the primary CC. The activation/
deactivation messages are sent from the network or eNodeB
using Layer 1 (L1) or Medium Access Control (MAC) sig-
naling. .1 or MAC signaling between the UE and eNodeB is
typically associated with low latency, e.g., 1-4 ms. Further,
the deactivation message can be implicit or explicit.

Since the UE has already stored the SI corresponding to the
configured CCs in the first step, the UE can quickly commu-
nicate with the network on multiple activated CCs when they
are activated by the eNodeB. This reduces latency. As mul-
tiple CCs are activated only during occasional reception of
large data bursts, the UE is required to receive large band-
widths only occasionally. This reduces UE power consump-
tion.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the process of configura-
tion, activation and deactivation of CCs. As shown, the UE
first communicates with the network only using a single CC
(CC1). Upon reception of the SI configuration message on
CC1, the UE stores information about CC2 and CC3 but
continues to communicate with the network using CC1. At
this stage, CC1, CC2 and CC3 constitute the UE’s “config-
ured CC set”. At a future time, the UE receives an activation
message from the eNodeB indicating that CC2 and CC3 are
activated. The eNodeB might have activated these CCs to
quickly schedule a large data burst to the UE. Once the data
burst reception is completed, CC2 and CC3 are deactivated
using an explicit deactivation message as illustrated in this
example. In an alternate embodiment, the deactivation may
be implicit or using some other mechanism. The UE contin-
ues to communicate with the eNodeB using only CC1 there-
after until the UE receives a new activation message. In an
alternative embodiment, the deactivation message may deac-
tivate CC1 and CC3 and thus the UE continues to communi-
cate with the eNodeB using CC2 thereafter until the UE
receives a new activation message. The CC2 may then take
the role of the primary or anchor carrier.

CC1, CC2 and CC3 can have same or different carrier
bandwidths. For example, CC1 can have a bandwidth 10
MHz, CC2 and CC3 can have a bandwidth of 5 MHz. UE
capable of communicating with the eNodeB over multiple
CCs are typically advanced UE associated with LTE Rel-10
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or a future release. In most cases the eNodeB can communi-
cate withboth LTE Rel-10 UE and LTE Rel-8 UE (legacy UE)
on the same CC. In such cases the CC should support all the
necessary backwards compatible signaling required for LTE
Rel-8 such as transmission of synchronization channels, sys-
tem information broadcast, pilot transmissions for serving
legacy UEs. In most implementations the UE is expected to
receive all the CCs (i.e., CC1, CC2 and CC3 in FIG. 2) from
the same eNodeB. In some specific implementations it may
be possible for the UE to receive some CCs from one eNodeB
and some other CCs from another eNodeB.

When the eNodeB communicates to the UE on multiple
activated CCs, the eNodeB can send data and control signal-
ing to the UE on each activated CC. Control signaling is
preferably sent to the UE in a control region in the first few
symbols of each subframe in each activated CC. Data is sent
in a data region in the remaining symbols of each subframe in
each activated CC. Scheduling messages in the control region
of'each activated CC are sent on a Physical Downlink Control
CHannel (PDCCH). Data is received by the UE in the data
region of each activated CC on a Physical Downlink Shared
CHannel (PDSCH) corresponding to that CC. On the uplink,
data is transmitted by the UE on a Physical Uplink Shared
CHannel (PUSCH) on one or more of the multiple activated
CCs or the CCs in the UE configured set.

In certain heterogeneous network deployments, interfer-
ence from other eNodeB transmissions is not uniform across
all CCs. This results in significantly different signal reception
quality at the UE on each activated CC. Since control signal-
ing is considered more critical than data signaling, the eNo-
deB can use PDDCH messages in the control region of one
CC, typically the CC with better signal quality (e.g., the
Primary CC) to schedule PDSCH data for multiple activated
CCs. This procedure is called cross-carrier scheduling.
Cross-carrier scheduling may also be used for other purposes
such as network load balancing.

PDCCH messages contain Downlink Control Information
(DCI). DCI includes scheduling information. Scheduling
information includes signaling such as a set of PDSCH/
PUSCH Resource blocks (RBs) on which the UE is scheduled
data, Modulation and Coding Scheme (MCS) of scheduled
data, Hybrid ARQ (HARQ) process number and Redundancy
Version (RV) of scheduled data etc. Depending on the type of
data scheduled, various DCI format types such as DCI format
1A,1B,1C, 1D, 2,2A,3,3A areused. PDCCH messages with
different DCI format types can have same or different size.
PDCCH messages are also used for scheduling uplink trans-
missions from the UE on Physical Uplink Shared CHannel
(PUSCH) resources of different activated CCs. DCI format 0
is used for scheduling PUSCH.

The control region in a given subframe comprises time-
frequency resources called Control Channel Elements
(CCEs). Each CCE comprises several smaller time frequency
resources called Resource Element Groups (REGs). For
example, in LTE Rel-8, each CCE comprises 9 REGs. AREG
consists several even smaller time-frequency resources called
Resource Elements (REs). For example, in LTE Rel-8, each
REG can have 4 or 6 REs. A REG may have REs that are
mapped to only control channels or REs that are mapped to
both control channels and reference signals.

A UE monitors a set of PDCCH candidates for control
information in the control region of every non-DRX sub-
frame, where monitoring implies attempting to decode each
of the PDCCHs in the set according to several DCI format
types and DCI format sizes. The set of PDCCH candidates to
monitor are defined in terms of search spaces. Thus, a search
space corresponds to a set of PDCCH candidates monitored
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by the UE for PDCCH messages. The CCEs corresponding to
a particular PDCCH candidate of a search space are deter-
mined at the UE by using a predefined formula. A UE can
monitor multiple search spaces. The search spaces may over-
lap. A search space is further defined by various aggregation
levels. An aggregation level corresponds to an aggregation of
one or several consecutive logically indexed CCEs. CCEs
available in the control region of a subframe are logically
indexed from 0 to a maximum value. The aggregation levels
defining each of the search spaces and number of PDCCH
candidates associated with each aggregation level in a search
space are determined by the UE using predefined rules or
tables. The DCI format types and DCI format sizes that the
UE monitors on each search space can depend on UE con-
figuration.

The concept of monitoring a set of PDCCH candidates in
terms of search spaces allows the UE receive PDCCH mes-
sages of various DCI format types and sizes with a reasonable
amount of decoding complexity. For example, a typical con-
trol region of a particular subframe of a particular CC can
contain up to approximately 80 CCEs. A PDDCH message of
a given DCI format can be signaled by the eNodeB using an
aggregation of 1, 2, 4 or 8 logically consecutive CCEs. With-
outthe concept of a search space, the UE must blindly decode
all possible CCEs combinations within the control region at
various aggregation levels to receive the PDCCH message
which results in extremely high decoding complexity. The
concept of search spaces allows the UE to decode a relatively
small subset of CCE combinations within the control region
to receive PDCCH messages.

For example, in LTE Rel-8, a UE monitors the control
region of every non Discontinous Reception (DRX) subframe
for PDCCH messages in common search spaces and UE
specific search spaces at different aggregation levels. The
CCEs corresponding to each search space S, are deter-
mined by the UE using a predefined formula L-{(Y,+m) mod
[N ez /L |} +i for all allowed values of iand m, where Nz,
is the total number of CCEs in the control region of a give}l
subframe k, i=0, . . ., L-1 for a given allowed aggregation
level (L), m=0, . . ., M®-1 for a given allowed number of
PDCCH candidates that have to be monitored (M%), and Y,
is an initialization parameter set to either zero or a UE specific
value.

The allowed aggregation levels and number of PDCCH
candidates monitored for each search space are pre-specified
and listed in a Table as shown below [3GPP TS 36.213 Table
9.1.1-1].

TABLE 1

Search space S;& Number of PDCCH

Type Aggregation level L Size [in CCEs] candidates M®
UE- 1 6 6
specific 2 12 6

4 8 2

8 16 2
Common 4 16 4

8 16 2

The UE monitors the PDCCH candidates of each search
space for PDCCH messages of different DCI format types
and DCI format sizes depending on UE configuration. Table
2 below gives an example listing of some DCI format types
and sizes allowed for LTE Rel-8 for a 20 MHz system band-
width and FDD operation.
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TABLE 2

DCI Format DCI Format
Type Size
0 44
1A 44
1C 31
1 55
2 70
3 44
3A 44

The UE performs a separate decode operation for each
distinct DCI format size for all PDCCH candidates that cor-
respond to the search space where a particular DCI format
type is expected. In the common search spaces (CSS) of
aggregation levels 4 and 8, the UE looks for DCI format types
0,1A,3,3A and 1C. Since 0, 1A, 3, 3A have the same size, the
UE performs only a single set of decode operations corre-
sponding to the 4+2=6 allowed PDCCH candidates. Since
DCI Type 1C has a different size, the UE performs an addi-
tional 6 blind decodes resulting in a total of 12 decode opera-
tions for CSS. The common search spaces are associated with
a’Y, value of zero.

In the UE specific search spaces (UESS), of aggregation
levels 1, 2, 4 and 8 the UE looks for DCI format type 0, 1A and
one additional DCI format type (i.e., one chosen from types 1,
2, 1B, 2A, 2B) depending on UE configuration. The one
additional DCI format type has a size larger than 44 bits.
Given this, in the UESS, the UE performs a total of (6+6+2+
2)*2=32 decode operations. Therefore, a LTE Rel-8 UE per-
forms 12+32=44 decode operations to receive PDCCH mes-
sages in each subframe whose control region is monitored.
The UE specific search spaces are associated with a UE
specificY, value.

In a LTE Rel-10 system, when a UE is configured for
cross-carrier scheduling, the eNodeB sends a cross schedul-
ing configuration (CSC) message to the UE indicating that the
UE should receive, or is expected to receive, PDCCH mes-
sages including a Carrier Indication Field (CIF) in the DCI of
the PDCCH messages. The CIF signals whether each
received PDCCH message corresponds to a first CC or at least
one additional CC. Including the CIF increases the size of the
PDCCH messages. For example, including a 3 bit CIF field
increases the size of a DCI format 1 PDCCH message from 55
bits to 55+3=>58 bits.

The CIF field signals a preconfigured index of the CC on
which PDSCH/PUSCH data resources are scheduled. The
index values corresponding to different CCs can be config-
ured by the eNodeB using either the SI configuration message
or the CSC message described earlier. Alternatively, a sepa-
rate configuration message or the activation message can be
used.

A LTE Rel-10 UE is expected to receive several separate
PDDCH messages in the control region of a subframe ina CC
for which CIF is configured. Each PDCCH message corre-
sponds to a PDSCH resource assignment for a particular CC.
Typically a UE is not expected to receive more than one
PDSCH resource assignment per CC.

The eNodeB can configure the UE to include CIF on a
subset of CCs. The subset of CCs that contain CIF can be
signaled to the UE in the SI configuration RRC message,
cross scheduling configuration (CSC) message or some other
message. In the CCs configured with CIF, the UE is expected
to receive some PDCCH messages whose DCI does not
include CIF (e.g., messages signaling broadcast information)
and some PDCCHs whose DCI includes CIF. In one imple-
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mentation, PDCCH messages received in CSS do not contain
a CIF. PDCCH messages received in the UESS contain CIF.

InLTE Rel-10, since the UE is expected to receive PDCCH
messages corresponding to multiple CCs in a single control
region, the search spaces for receiving PDCCH messages
with CIF have to be expanded beyond the Rel-8 search
spaces. For example, a UE using a Rel-8 UESS design would
monitor only two PDCCH candidates of a UESS at aggrega-
tion level 8. This may be sufficient for the case of non cross-
carrier scheduling where the UE is expected to receive a
maximum 1UL grant and 1DL assignment in its UESS. How-
ever, with cross carrier scheduling, the UE can be scheduled
n UL grants and n DL assignments in the control region of a
single CC that cross schedules n-1 other CCs. In such a
scenario, the eNodeB will be forced to use a smaller aggre-
gation level to cross schedule other CCs. Signaling at smaller
aggregation levels is less reliable than aggregation level 8.
Such restrictions on an eNodeB scheduler are not desirable as
they may degrade overall system performance.

To maintain a similar level of scheduler flexibility as that of
Rel-8, the control region of a CC that cross schedules n—1
other CCs should have search spaces whose size is larger than
the size of LTE Rel-8 UESS. One implementation can
increase the search space size (by increasing the number of
PDCCH candidates) for all the allowed aggregation levels 1,
2, 4 and 8. Another implementation can only increase the
search space size for some aggregation levels (e.g., levels 4
and 8) and leave the search space size same as that of LTE
Rel-8 UESS for some other aggregation levels. Such an
implementation allows slightly reduced complexity UE
implementation compared to previous implementation (num-
ber of decodes performed at the UE is proportional to search
space size) while providing some level of flexibility at the
eNodeB. U.S. Publication No. 2010/0279628 corresponding
to U.S. application Ser. No. 12/435,145 entitled “Control
Channel Provisioning and Signaling” describes increasing
the search space size for some aggregation levels. Yet another
implementation can increase the search space size beyond
LTE Rel-8 by adding new aggregation levels (e.g., 16 CCE
aggregation) not supported in LTE Rel-8.

A UE is expected to receive cross-carrier PDCCH mes-
sages in a particular CC when the following conditions are
satisfied: The UE is configured by the eNodeB to monitor the
control region of that particular CC for PDCCH messages
whose DCI information includes a CIF field (i.e., the UE is
configured for cross-carrier scheduling on that particular
CC); and the UE is informed by the eNodeB that one or more
of the other CCs for which cross-carrier PDSCH/PUSCH
data can be scheduled are activated. According to one
embodiment, the UE monitors a larger search space in the
control region of that particular CC when both the above
conditions are satisfied. When the other CCs (i.e., CCs for
which PDSCH is cross-scheduled) are not activated or, after
the other CCs are deactivated, UE monitors only a smaller
search space in the control region of that particular CC result-
ing in reduced UE decoding overhead. Further, since the UE
attempts fewer decode operations while monitoring the
smaller search space, the probability that the UE will falsely
detect a PDCCH message not signaled to it is reduced.

In the process 300 of FIG. 3, at 310, a mobile unit or UE
monitors a search space of a first Component Carrier (CC)
from a base unit. As described above, the search space is
specific to the UE and it corresponds to a set of Physical
Downlink Control CHannel (PDCCH) candidates monitored
by the UE for PDCCH messages. At 320, the mobile unit
receives an activation message on the first CC, wherein the
activation message activates at least one additional CC. At
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330, after receiving the activation message, the mobile unit
monitors a search space having a larger size than the size of
the search space monitored by the mobile unit before the
mobile unit receives the activation message.

In FIG. 4, the UE initially communicates with the network
or eNodeB using only a single CC (CC1) by monitoring CC1
for PDCCH messages corresponding to CC1 without a CIF.
Since the PDCCH messages are expected for a single CC
(CC1) UE monitors a smaller UE specific search space at each
aggregation level (e.g., {6,6,2,2}*2=32 decodes similar to
LTE Rel-8). Upon reception of a Radio Resource control
(RRC) configuration message and a cross scheduling con-
figuration (CSC) message (both can be combined in a single
message), UE stores system information for CC2 and moni-
tors the control region of CC1 for PDCCHs with CIF. The
mobile unit receives the SI for the at least one additional CC
in the radio resource control (RRC) configuration message
before receiving the activation message. As described before,
the first CC and the additional CC constitute a configured CC
set of the UE. However, if CC2 is not activated, the UE still
looks for PDCCH messages corresponding to only CCl1.
Since the PDCCH messages are still expected for only a
single CC (CC1), the UE still monitors the smaller UE spe-
cific search space at each aggregation level. The CSC mes-
sage indicates that the UE is expected to receive the PDCCH
messages including a carrier indicator field (CIF), the CIF
signals whether each received PDCCH message corresponds
to the first CC or the at least one additional CC.

In FIG. 4, later, upon reception of an activation message
activating CC2, the UE monitors the control region of CC1
for PDCCHs corresponding to CC1 and CC2 with CIF. The
activation message may be received by the mobile unit in a
control region of a subframe of the first CC on a PDCCH.
Alternatively, the activation message may be received by the
mobile unit in a higher layer message from the eNodeB such
as Medium Access Control (MAC) layer message. In another
embodiment, the activation message may be part of a PDCCH
scheduling message, such as a PDSCH assignment or a
PUSCH grant PDCCH message on the first CC or CC1. For
example, a one bit activation field can be included in the
PDCCH message indicating one of activation (e.g., an acti-
vation field bit value of 1) and de-activation (e.g., an activa-
tion field bit value of 0). Alternatively, the activation message
may be indicated by a particular bit combination of one or
more bits in the PDCCH message. Since CC2 is activated, UE
looks for PDCCH messages corresponding to both CC1 and
CC2. The UE may start looking for the PDCCH message
corresponding to both CC1 and CC2 “x” time units after
reception of the activation message. In one embodiment, “x”
corresponds to an integer number of subframes after the sub-
frame on which the activation message is received. In another
embodiment, “x” may correspond to a predetermined timer
value. The value of “x” may be fixed, signaled in the SI
configuration message, RRC-configuration message, CSC
message, activation message or a high-layer configuration
message, or may be a function of the UE capability. Since the
PDCCH messages are now expected for multiple CCs (CC1
and CC2), the UE monitors a larger UE specific search space
at each aggregation level to provide more scheduling flexibil-
ity for the eNodeB. Alternatively, the UE can monitor a larger
UE specific search space at some aggregation levels and
continue monitoring a smaller UE specific search space at
some other aggregation levels. Thus the size of the search
space monitored by the UE after receiving the activation
message and the CSC message is greater than the size of the
search space monitored by the UE before receiving the acti-
vation message.
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When CC2 is later deactivated, the UE reverts back to
receiving PDCCHs in the smaller search space at some or all
the aggregation levels. Thus after de-activating at least one
additional CC, the size of the search space monitored by the
UE on a first CC after de-activating the at least one additional
CC is smaller than the size of the search space monitored by
the UE before de-activating the at least one additional CC.
The UE can de-activate CC2 after receiving a de-activation
message from the eNodeB. As described above, the deactiva-
tion message can be implicit or explicit. The de-activation
message may be received by the UE in a control region of a
subframe of the first CC on a PDCCH. Alternatively, the
de-activation message may be received by the UE in a higher
layer message from the eNodeB such as Medium Access
Control (MAC) layer message. In one embodiment, the de-
activation message may be part of a PDCCH scheduling
message, such as a PDSCH assignment or a PUSCH grant
PDCCH message preferably on the first CC. For example, as
mentioned above, using a one bit activation field (e.g., an
activation field bit value of 0), a particular bit combination of
one or more bits in the PDCCH message etc. In yet another
implementation, UE can de-activate CC2 after a predeter-
mined timer reaches a predetermined value (e.g., TIM-
EOUT). In a more particular implementation, the predeter-
mined timer can count the time elapsed (e.g., number of sub
frames elapsed) since the reception of a subframe where a
PDCCH message scheduling a resource assignment corre-
sponding to CC2 or the at least one additional CC was
received. The predetermined value or TIMEOUT parameter
value may be fixed, signaled in the SI configuration message,
RRC-configuration message, CSC message, activation mes-
sage or a high-layer configuration message. In these embodi-
ments, the UE can thus de-activate the at least one additional
CC or CC2 without a subsequent reception of a de-activation
message from the base unit. The persistence of activation of
CC2 or the at least one additional CC may be indicated by
indicating a period of time or TIMEOUT measured from the
last successfully decoded PDCCH indicating resources
scheduled on CC2 (at least one additional CC).

In one embodiment a mobile unit receives an activation
message on a first CC activating a particular set of additional
CCs. After receiving the activation message, the mobile unit
monitors a search space having a larger size than the size of
the search space monitored by the mobile unit before the
mobile unit receives the activation message. Later, the mobile
unit de-activates the particular set of CCs that were activated
by the activation message. The size of the search space moni-
tored by the mobile unit after de-activating the particular set
of CCsis same as the size of the search space monitored by the
mobile unit before activating the particular set of CCs.

In some embodiments, the CSC message and the configu-
ration message providing the UE with SI for the at least one
additional CC can be combined into a single RRC configu-
ration message. In such embodiments, the combined RRC
configuration message indicates that the mobile unit is
expected to receive the PDCCH messages including a carrier
indicator field (CIF), the CIF signals whether each received
PDCCH message corresponds to the first CC or the at least
one additional CC.

In one embodiment, the mobile unit receives a particular
PDCCH message in a monitored search space on a first CC,
wherein the CIF in the particular PDCCH message indicates
that a Physical Downlink Shared CHannel (PDSCH) data
assignment in the particular PDCCH message corresponds to
atleast one additional CC. The UE then receives PDSCH data
assignment on the at least one additional CC. In another
embodiment, the mobile unit receives a PDCCH message in a
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monitored search space on a first CC, wherein the received
PDCCH message schedules a Physical Uplink Shared CHan-
nel (PUSCH) data assignment for the at least one additional
CC. The UE then transmits the PUSCH data assignment on
the at least one additional CC.

In some cases, the UE monitors a search space of a first
Component Carrier (CC). Upon receiving an activation mes-
sage activating a second CC, the UE also monitors a second
search space on the second CC. The first and second search
spaces are specific to the UE and each search space corre-
sponds to a set of Physical Downlink Control CHannel (PD-
CCH) candidates monitored by the UE for PDCCH messages.
The UE receives a cross scheduling configuration (CSC) mes-
sage on the first (CC) wherein the size of the first search space
monitored by the UE after receiving the CSC message is
different than the size of the search space monitored by the
UE before receiving the activation message and the CSC
message and the second search space is no longer monitored
by the UE.

While the present disclosure and the best modes thereof
have been described in a manner establishing possession and
enabling those of ordinary skill to make and use the same, it
will be understood and appreciated that there are equivalents
to the exemplary embodiments disclosed herein and that
modifications and variations may be made thereto without
departing from the scope and spirit of the inventions, which
areto be limited not by the exemplary embodiments but by the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method in a wireless communication User Equipment
(UE), the method comprising:

receiving a configuration message on a first Component

Carrier (CC), the first CC transmitted from a base unit,
the configuration message providing system informa-
tion for at least one additional CC;
after receiving the configuration message, receiving an
activation message on the first CC, the activation mes-
sage activating the at least one additional CC;

receiving a cross scheduling configuration (CSC) message
on the first component carrier (CC);
wherein the CSC message indicates that the UE is expected
to receive the PDCCH messages including a carrier indi-
cator field (CIF) on the first CC, the CIF signaling
whether each received PDCCH message corresponds to
the first CC or the at least one additional CC;

monitoring a search space with the first size, on the first
CC, after receiving the configuration message and the
CSC message, the search space with the first size spe-
cific to the UE, the search space with the first size cor-
responding to a set of PDCCH candidates monitored by
the UE for control information;

monitoring a search space with the second size, on the first

CC, after receiving the configuration message, CSC
message, and the activation message, the search space
with the second size specific to the UE, the search space
with the second size corresponding to a set of PDCCH
candidates monitored by the UE for control information;
and

wherein the second size is greater than the first size.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving the
activation message in a control region of a subframe of the
first CC on a PDCCH.

3. The method claim 1 further comprising receiving a par-
ticular PDCCH message in the monitored search space with
the second size, wherein the CIF in the particular PDCCH
message indicates that a Physical Downlink Shared CHannel
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data assignment in the particular PDCCH message corre-
sponds to the at least one additional CC.

4. The method claim 1 further comprising receiving a par-
ticular PDCCH message in the monitored search space with
the second size, wherein the particular PDCCH message
schedules a Physical Downlink Shared CHannel data assign-
ment for the at least one additional CC.

5. The method claim 1 further comprising receiving a par-
ticular PDCCH message in the monitored search space with
the second size, wherein the particular PDCCH message
schedules a Physical Uplink Shared CHannel data assign-
ment for the at least one additional CC.

6. The method claim 1 further comprising receiving system
information for the at least one additional CC in a radio
resource control (RRC) configuration message on the first CC
before receiving the activation message, wherein the first CC
and the additional CC constitute a configured CC set of the
UE.

7. The method claim 6 wherein the RRC configuration
message indicates that the UE is expected to receive the
PDCCH messages including a carrier indicator field (CIF) on
the first CC, the CIF signaling whether each received PDCCH
message corresponds to the first CC or the at least one addi-
tional CC.

5

10

15

20

12

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the search space is
characterized by an aggregation level, wherein each PDCCH
candidate comprises a number of logically consecutive Con-
trol Channel Elements (CCEs) in a control region of a sub-
frame in the first CC, and wherein the aggregation level
corresponds to the number of logically consecutive CCEs.

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

de-activating the at least one additional CC; and

monitoring a search space with a third size, on the first CC,
after de-activating the at least one additional CC, the
search space with the third size specific to the UE, the
search space with the third size corresponding to a set of
PDCCH candidates monitored by the UE for control
information;

wherein the third size is smaller than the second size.

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

de-activating the at least one additional CC;

monitoring a search space with the first size, on the first

CC, after de-activating the at least one additional CC, the
search space with the first size specific to the UE, the
search space with the third size corresponding to a set of
PDCCH candidates monitored by the UE for control
information.



